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The Shawano Country  Chamber 
of Commerce presented it's 2008 
Manuf acturer of the Year award to 
CRI. Cooperativ e Resources In-
ternational (CRI) became the 
nation's f irst agricultural holding 
cooperativ e. Today, CRI is com-
posed of  three major subsidiaries: 
AgSource Cooperativ e Serv ices, Central Liv e-
stock Association and Genex Cooperativ e, Inc. 
Since its f ormation in 1993, annual rev enue for 
CRI has grown f rom $35 million to $125 million. 
This growth can be, in part, attributed to the 
activ e growth and expansion of key perf orm-
ance areas and new acquisitions.  
 
CRI has completed 23 acquisitions or mergers 
within the cooperativ e's 15-y ear history. A f ew 
notable ev ents include the f ollowing. In 2005 a 
joint v enture was initiated with the National 
Dairy  Dev elopment Board of  India. CRI North 
West Labs, a f orage and milk testing laboratory 
in Idaho, was purchased by AgSource and 
Genex in June 2005. January  2006 marked the 
release of  the Transition Cow IndexTM by Ag-
Source-- the f irst objectiv e measure of  transition 
cow management. In 2006 Genex expanded its 
membership area to include the entire 48 conti-
nental United States. In June 2006, CRI final-
ized an agreement to purchase its Brazilian dis-
tributorship, Genetica Av ancada. Brazil has one 
of  the largest cattle populations in the world and 
has seen tremendous growth in A.I. (artif icial 
insemination) ov er the last 10 y ears. In July 
2006, AgSource purchased Harris Laboratories 
in Nebraska doubling the cooperativ e’s capacity 
in soil and agronomic testing. The laboratory 
has clientèle across the country and does busi-
ness in 38 countries. CRI experienced a historic 
y ear in 2007 with semen shipments being sent 
to three emerging markets - India, China and 
Russia. 
 
CRI employ s 1600 people throughout the United 
States and is committed to employ ee education 
programs. Each y ear, the Genex subsidiary 
headquarters serv es as host to about 180 new 
employ ees and interns. Continuing education is 
stressed through industry ev ents, conf erences, 
on line educational courses and adv anced in-
house training opportunities.  

In December, 2008 CRI World 
Headquarters mov ed from their 
Town of  Richmond facility to down-
town Shawano demonstrating their 
growth and commitment to the 
community. “The City considers 
the redevelopment of the CRI of -
f ice and training f acility as one of 

its most important economic development pro-
jects.  The CRI employ ees and customers will 
signif icantly enhance business opportunities in 
the downtown.  CRI BID assessments will in-
crease the Business Improv ement District ability 
to promote downtown Shawano AND the redev el-
oped f acilities will increase the City tax base by 
sev eral million dollars,” said Jim Stadler, Adminis-
trator, City of Shawano. 
 
According to Nancy Smith, Executive Director of 
the Shawano Country Chamber of  Commerce, 
CRI has been extremely important to Shawano 
County contributing heav ily to economic and 
community development. "The Shawano area 
has reaped the benef its of their tremendous 
growth and generosity. They hav e not only cre-
ated many jobs f or the area, but they  also sup-
port community  organizations, youth programs, 
leadership training, and the Chamber of Com-
merce. " 
  
CRI is a proud sponsor of  the Shawano County 
Rural Health Initiativ e, which brings basic health 
education and screening to f armers throughout 
the county. In addition, CRI provides printed ma-
terial and adv ertisements to promote this pro-
gram. CRI employ ees are strongly encouraged to 
become inv olved in local community organiza-
tions. Presently staff members from CRI head-
quarters in Shawano are involv ed in the Sha-
wano Optimist Club, Shawano County 4-H, Lead-
ership Shawano County, Shawano Dollars for 
Scholars, Junior Achiev ement, Shawano Country 
Chamber of Commerce and Wolf Riv er Habitat 
f or Humanity among others. Employ ees are also 
inv olved in statewide organizations such as the 
Wisconsin state 4-H Foundation. From an agri-
cultural community perspectiv e, CRI striv es to 
support youth who share an interest in the indus-
try. CRI develops and provides public relations 
materials for the North American Intercollegiate 
Dairy  Challenge. The Dairy Challenge includes 
sev eral contests that test college y outh's knowl-
edge in all facets of a working dairy business.  

2008 Manufacturer of the Year 
Awarded to CRI 



  

Small Business of the Year 
 

 
It is often said that if you want to know what’s going on in 
town, just hang out at the local diner. That is certainly true f or 
Angie's Main Cafe/The Daily Grind in downtown Shawano 
where locals gather around the counter for hearty nourish-
ment and juicy conversation.  And it’s not just locals that hav e 
discov ered the warmth and comfort of this caf e. Even celebri-
ties including singer Carole King and United States Senator 
Russell Feingold have stopped in. The caf e has ev en been 
mentioned in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel as a great place 
f or a good country breakfast.  
 

Angie Bistoff has owned the restaurant for the past 10 years 
and is def initely  not running a "greasy spoon." She has the 
health of  her customers in mind and credits her success to 
educating her customers about life-sty le changes including 
eating the right foods, exercising and using proper supple-
ments. Bistoff helps her customers achiev e these goals by 
using good quality products which includes non-trans fat oils 
and not using MSG, or preserv ativ es. These efforts help to 
produce great tasting quality homemade f ood that's good f or 
the body and soul. She also promotes Xango, a premium 
nutritional juice.  
 
Bistoff believes in supporting her community and quietly con-
tributes to the community in many way s. She allows numer-
ous civic organizations including the Rotary Club, Optimist 
Club, Republican and Democratic Parties, to hold regular 
meetings in her large room at no charge. She regularly  do-
nates gift certificates and gift baskets to organizations and 
benef its. She helped to get a skate park built f or area youth 
and ev en lets skateboarders use her large basement in bad 
weather.  
 
Bistoff admits that it is a struggle to find good quality, dedi-
cated employ ees and leaders. She believes that having pa-
tience and reinf orcing the good qualities in her employees 
helps them become productive and part of the team. Bistoff 
supports her 4 full-time and 8 part-time employ ees and con-
siders them part of her f amily. "I believ e my employees are 
the back-bone of my business. I treat them like I would want 
to be treated and we are all part of a team," Bistoff said. She 
attributes her success to a strong belief in God, a positiv e 
attitude, commitment, teamwork, and hav ing f un.  

 
 

The Shawano Country Chamber of Commerce presented its 
2008 Retail Business of  the Year Award to  Sherwin-Williams 
at the Chamber's Annual Membership Banquet. Sherwin-
Williams has been operating in Shawano for 5 years. It is a 
challenging time for any business connected to the building/
remodeling industry, but Sherwin-Williams is taking unique 
steps to meet the challenge. They hav e introduced new prod-
ucts to their line-up that are more environmentally f riendly, 
more user friendly and cost-effective. This past year, they 
hav e switched ov er some paints to new containers that are 
made f rom 100% recycled post consumer resin. New labels  
make it easier f or customers to find inf ormation on cov erage 
and application methods. They   brought in a new exterior 
paint called Resilience which can be applied outside when 
rain is in the forecast in as little as two hours away . They also 
now offer a new, more economical sprayer which is able to 
spray up to .3 gallons per minute. Their new Pro-Industrial 
product line meets environmental standards making it safe to 
apply in schools, hospitals, and nursing homes ev en while the 
buildings are occupied. 
 
According to District Manager Mike Krueger, the key to their 
success is relationship building. "We not only  want to be able 
to succeed in the communities we are located in but we also 
want the businesses that we serv ice to succeed as well. With-
out them, we would hav e to close our doors," Krueger said. 
Sherwin-Williams connects with other companies and contrib-
utes to community development by being a member of the 
Wolf  Riv er Builders Association and the Shawano Country 
Chamber of Commerce. Their Chamber Member-to-Member 
Discount program prov ides 20% off purchases by other 
Chamber members. They  donate a portion of  those sales 
back to the Chamber. 
 
The company is very committed to it's employ ees. They em-
ploy interns and manager trainees and promote from within 
98% of the time. This FORTUNE 500 Company has been on 
FORTUNE Magazine’s list of “100 Best Companies to Work 
f or." The new assistant manager, Mike Mathison and store 
employ ees hav e a wide range of product knowledge and pro-
vide excellent customer serv ice. 
 

Annual Banquet 
Retail Business of the Year 

Tammy  Brzeczkowski receiv ed the 2008 Ambassador of the 
y ear Award at the Shawano Country Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Banquet.  She joined the Chamber Ambassadors in 
2006 and since that time has been a v ery active participant. 
According to 2008 Ambassador President Jill Birr,  
Brzeczkowski attended more Ambassador and Chamber events 
than any other Ambassador in 2008. "Her bubbly personality 
and prof essional attitude makes her a perfect good will ambas-
sador f or the Shawano Country  Chamber of Commerce. I am 
sure y ou hav e seen her smiling f ace at the Business Connec-
tions and other Chamber functions," Birr said. Brzeczkowski 
was the Ambassador Secretary in 2008 and she has stepped 
f orward to lead the Ambassadors as President for 2009. 
 

Brzeczkowski resides in Pulaski with her husband Bruce and 

three sons, Zachary, Josh, and Brandon. 
Tammy and Bruce own and operate their 
own embroidery, screen printing and promo-
tional business, Dy namic Designs Unlimited.  
 
The Ambassador of  the Year is presented 
each y ear to the Shawano Country Chamber 
of Commerce Ambassador who has shown a 
commitment to the program by attending the 
most Chamber ev ents, Business Connec-
tions, parades, ribbon cuttings, and new member welcomes. 
The Chamber Ambassadors serve as v olunteer public relations 
representatives f or the Chamber, communicating the Chamber's 
mission and goals and promoting inv olvement in chamber mem-
bership and activities.  

2008 Ambassador of the Year 



Annual Banquet 
Chuck Dallas Named  

Citizen of the Year 
 

If  there ever was a person that embodied volunteerism it is 
Chuck Dallas. Dallas strongly believ es that every one should 
giv e back to their community and he walks the talk. He is 
inv olved in leadership positions on numerous civ ic organiza-
tions and helped to start an organization that trains future 
community v olunteers and leaders. Dallas was nominated by 
a prev ious recipient of  the Citizen of the Year Award, Fred 
Ponschok. "I nominated Chuck for the this award because of 
his high level of competence in each of the award categories; 
leadership, community service and economic and business 
dev elopment," said Ponschok. 
 
The list of organizations Dallas is involv ed with is impressive. 
He is the president-elect f or Shawano County  Economic Pro-
gress, Inc. (SCEPI) and secretary of CoVantage Credit Un-
ion Board of  Directors. He currently  sits on the following 
committees: City of Shawano Plan Commission, Shawano 
County Comprehensiv e Plan Committees, and Shawano 
Optimist Club. Positions he has held in the past include: 
President of Junior Achievement of Shawano County, Inc., 
president of United Way of Shawano County, treasurer of the 
Shawano Country  Chamber of  Commerce, president of the 
Shawano Chamber Foundation, Inc., president of the Insti-
tute of Management Accountants, president of the National 
Society of Accountants f or Cooperativ es and board member 
of Shawano Dollars for Scholars. 
 
A proponent of life-long learning and committed to leadership 
dev elopment, Dallas is a graduate of the Wisconsin Rural 
Leadership program and he is a founding member of Leader-
ship Shawano County (LSC), the area's premier leadership 
training program. He worked in partnership with the Sha-
wano County UW Extension and Shawano Country Chamber 
of Commerce to dev elop the LSC curriculum, obtain financ-
ing, and receive 501(c)(3) status f or the Shawano Chamber 
Foundation--the parent organization f or LSC. The program 
has graduated over 100 citizens who are now in activ e lead-
ership positions with their employ ers, civic organizations, or 
gov ernment. According to Wendy Crawf ord Program Coordi-
nator for LSC, Dallas is v ery committed to LSC. "Nine years 
and 115 graduates later, Chuck brings to the steering com-
mittee, the same energy, passion and leadership it took to 
create the program.  Since I was hired f our years ago, Chuck 
has been a constant source of support for me," Crawf ord 
said. 
 
Dallas understands that leadership training should start with 
y outh. He is activ ely inv olved  with y oung people and with 
y outh organizations. He has served as an officer f or Junior 
Achiev ement of Shawano County and has been a JA class-
room v olunteer teacher f or the past 8 y ear. He has been a 
middle school football coach and is a founding member of 
the Shawano Area Youth Football program f or grades 4 
through 6. Recently he was a committee f acilitator f or the 
New Facilities Action Team which helped pass a referendum 
in 2008 to build a new elementary school in the Shawano 
School District. 
 
Dallas is Vice President of Finance f or Genex Cooperative. 
He resides in Shawano with his wif e Terri and their three 
children. 

2008 Service Business of 
the Year Awarded to  

Pine Hills Golf Course 

Going green has taken on a whole new meaning f or Pine 
Hills Golf Course, winner of the Shawano Country Chamber 
of Commerce's 2008 Serv ice Business of the Year Award. 
Af ter months of looking at way s to lessen their carbon foot-
print and changing operational procedures, Pine Hills was 
awarded Trav el Green Wisconsin certification in May  of 
2008. Travel Green Wisconsin is a v oluntary program that 
rev iews, certif ies and recognizes tourism businesses and 
organizations that hav e made a commitment to reducing 
their env ironmental impact. Specifically, the program encour-
ages participants to evaluate their operations, set goals and 
take specific actions towards env ironmental, social, and eco-
nomic sustainability.  Abov e all, the Trav el Green Wisconsin 
program is designed to protect the beauty and vitality  of Wis-
consin’s landscape and natural resources.  Only three golf 
courses in the State of Wisconsin have achiev ed this certif i-
cation.  
 
Pine Hills is owned, operated and administered by the Stock-
bridge-Munsee Band of  Mohican Indians-- the only Tribal 
owned Golf Course in the State of Wisconsin. Two areas 
where Pine Hills differs f rom most golf courses include their 
usage of organic fertilizers and they hav e purchased equip-
ment to start producing their own biodiesel. They  will convert 
used cooking oil from their restaurant and the North Star 
Casino Restaurants. According to Lloy d Young, General 
Manager and Golf Pro for Pine Hills, the estimated cost per 
gallon will be 88 cents. They  will run all of their turf mainte-
nance equipment on biodiesel. "Our apologies if the golf 
course smells of freshly cooked French fries," Young said.  
 
Pine Hills has f ocused on marketing efforts. In 2008 they 
introduced a customer appreciation/loy alty program designed 
to increase the amount of visits to the golf course. They  work 
closely with the Tribal owned North Star Mohican Casino on 
cross-promotions. Pine Hills regularly surv eys their custom-
ers so they  can understand where they are coming from and 
how eff ective their advertising efforts are.  
 

Pine Hills understands the importance of  supporting area 
businesses and spends approximately 74% of their ex-
penses with local vendors. They  also supply  local hotels with 
coupons and discounts.  
 
The Pine Hills facility consists of an 18 hole golf course with 
limited membership opportunities, semi-priv ate reservation 
sy stems and is open to the general public for greens f ees. 
The bar and grill is open daily, throughout the golf ing season. 
A f ine dining restaurant is open y ear-round on Fridays and 
Saturday  evenings  and on Sundays f or Champagne Brunch. 
They also host many functions and ev ents at the clubhouse 
and The Many Trails Banquet Hall, which can accommodate 
up to 350 people.  



 

 

 

Sandra Wegner of Bonduel has been rewarded f or shopping at 
local businesses this past holiday  season.   Wegner won $500 in 
Chamber Bucks after her name was drawn f rom thousands of 
entries in the Shop Shawano Country for the Holidays campaign. 
She registered while Christmas shopping at Qualheim's True 
Value in Shawano. "It's very  conv enient to shop locally  and I like 
the stores," said Wegner. Forty businesses in Shawano, Bon-
duel, Bowler, Pulaski, Shiocton, and Wittenberg participated in 
the Shop Shawano Country  campaign coordinated by the Sha-
wano Country Chamber of Commerce. Shoppers who v isited 
participating businesses between mid-Nov ember and December 
31 could enter to win $500 in Chamber Bucks gift certificates 
redeemable at 170 Shawano Country Businesses. The Chamber 
promoted the campaign through radio and print adv ertising.  
 

Area merchants liked keeping the shop local message in f ront of 
shoppers during the holidays. Kathy Hansen, Owner of Body 
Essentials in downtown Shawano and Chamber president, was 
pleased with the results of  the promotion. "The Shop Shawano 
Country Campaign was a great success. I had the most people 
ev er tell me this holiday season that they were doing their Christ-
mas shopping locally," said Hansen. Hansen is also the chairper-
son f or the Chamber's Business Committee, the organizer of  the 
campaign. "We doubled the number of businesses that partici-
pated this y ear ov er last. That strength in numbers def initely 
helped to create a 'top of mind awareness' of the importance of 
shopping local," Hansen added. Willis Qualheim, owner of Qual-
heim's True Value, was also happy with the Shop Shawano 
Country promotion. "It was a good campaign that helped to keep 
people in the area for their shopping." 
 

Participating businesses included American Marine & Mo-
torsports Super Center, Associated Bank, Angie’s Main Caf é/The 
Daily Grind, Body Essentials, Braun Dairy Equipment Inc., Bult’s 
Bakery , Buss Chevrolet, Caroline Implement, Cellcom, The Cob-
bler’s Closet, Computer Haus, Country Store Foods, Creation 
Station, Dreier Pharmacy & Gift Shoppe, Dy namic Designs, 
Frontier Communications, Generations, Genie’s Jewelry, Gentle-
men’s Quarter, Hawkey e Hearth & Home, Headquarters General 
Store, J & H Game Farm, Jill’s Pet Shoppe, Kwik Trip-Shawano, 
Little Star Conv enience Store, Martin Jewellers, Nat & Don’s Oil 
Co., Nueske’s Applewood Smoked Meats, Perkins, Qualheim’s 
True Value, Quizno’s Subs,  Senzigs Fine Home Furnishings, 
Shawano Auto Sales, Shawano Country Chamber of Commerce, 
Shawano Downtown Business Association/BID, Sherwin Wil-
liams, Staff of Lif e, ‘Til the Cows Come Home, Wal Mart Super 
Center, and The Wood Shed. 
 

 

Shopping Local Pays Off  
for Bonduel Resident              

Using the Media  
To Your Advantage 

 

The next Business Advantage Series 
session, “Using the Media to Your 
Adv antage” will be held Thursday, 
February 5, 7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. at 
the Shawano Country  Chamber of 
Commerce, 1263 S. Main Street in 
Shawano. The program f ee is $5 per 
person and includes coffee, juice, 
and pastries. To register call the 
Shawano Country Chamber of Com-
merce at 715-524-2139 or email              
chamber@shawano.com. 

 
What do y ou do when your business or community is 
the target of negativ e publicity? This session will pre-
sent information on how to use media attention to y our 
adv antage including how to speak with reporters and 
how to proactiv ely get your positive message out. 
  
The presenter for this session is Susan Finco, owner 
and president of Leonard & Finco Public Relations, 
Inc. She is known f or her expertise in strategic commu-
nications planning, crisis management, assessing and 
shaping issues campaigns and creating positiv e media 
cov erage for clients on national, regional and local 
lev els. She is also a sought-after public speaker on a 
v ariety of PR-related topics. 
 
 Susan is active in many prof essional and community 
organizations and currently serves on the Board of 
Directors f or the Green Bay Packers, UW-Green Bay, 
Citizens Bank-Wisconsin, Bellin Health Systems and 
the Greater Green Bay Community Foundation. She 
has received recognition and numerous awards f or her 
business, prof essional and community inv olvement. 
Prior to co-founding Leonard & Finco in 1992, she was 
an award winning broadcast journalist. She is a gradu-
ate of UW-Milwaukee. 
 
The Business Advantage Series, presented by the 
Shawano Country  Chamber of Commerce in partner-
ship with Shawano County  Economic Progress, Inc. 
and sponsoring partners Kersten Accounting & Tax 
and Dy namic Designs Unlimited, was created to help 
businesses gain more customers and make more 
money .  

 
CO L O R  CO PI ES  • Ph otoc op i es • L am i n ati n g • Bi n d i n g  • Pu n ch i n g 

L etter h e ad s  • En v el op es  • Bu s i n es s C ar d s • Car b on l es s  F or m s 
Pam p h l ets  • F l yer s • N ew s l etter s • Pos ter s  • R af fl e  T i ck ets 

~ F UL L  COL O R BU SI NE SS C A R DS A V A IL A BL E  ~ 

325  South Main  Street  •  2 block s from Downtown Shawano 
 
 
 

 
Telephone:  715-526-3274  



 

 

Members in the News 

Total Fitness is proud to recognize Katie DeBy l 
for receiving her Group Fitness Certification in 
ZUMBA. She holds this class weekly  at Total 
Fitness Health Club in Shawano. This is a Latin  
inspired class combining cardiovascular interval 
training with overall body  toning to  maximize 
your caloric burn.  Ditch the workout, join the 
party! 
 
Unity, leaders in hospice and palliative care, 
today  announced its new monthly program, Gen-
erations—Hope for Grieving Families, designed 
to support grieving families with children and 
teens ages 6 - 18. The program is held on the third 
Thursday of each month, from 5:30 to 7:30pm at 
Unity ’s De Pere office.  The program is free of 
charge, to individuals residing in Unity’s 12-
county  service area:  Brown, Calumet, Door, 
Forest, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Marinette, Me-
nominee, Oconto, Outagamie, Shawano and Wau-
paca counties.  Registration is required by  calling 
Unity  at 920-338-1111 or 800-990-9249, 
www.unityhospice.org.   
 
John Smith, Executive Director/Loan Officer for 
NiiJii Capital Partners, Inc., Keshena, recently 
was honored with the "Visionary Leader" Award. 
The award was presented by  Opportunity  Finance 
Network & The First  Nations  Oweesta Corp. in  
Albuquerque, NM at the Third Annual Native 
CDFI Awards. “The efforts of John Smith exem-
plify  how innovative and strategic efforts lead to 
growth and development in Native Communities,” 
said Elsie Meeks, President and CEO of Oweesta.  
 
Dynamic Designs U nlimited is excited to an-
nounce a community  calendar photo contest. The 
contest is open  to individuals  that are residents or  
non-residents of Pulaski or the surrounding com-
munities; they  must have ties to the area. The 
community  calendars will be available for sale by 
the end of December 2009. Dynamic Designs  
will donate $1 for every  calendar sold to the Pu-
laski Area Historical Society . For more questions 
regarding the contest, please contact Heidi or 
Tammy at 920-822-4450. 
 
Congratulations to Jim Zierden Associate of the  
Month for December, at Coldwell Banker,  
Hilgenberg Realtors. 
 
The Board of Directors of CoVantage Credit 
Union is pleased to report that a record $2.1 mil-

lion in patronage has been returned to borrowing 
and saving members.  The loan interest rebate, 
which has been paid to CoVantage borrowing 
members for the past 27 years, will return $1.6 
million to those who had loans during 2008. And 
for the first time ever, members who save at the 
credit union will also receive a year-end patron-
age payment, for an additional return of $500,000. 
 
First Presbyterian Church of  Shawano recently 
held its sixth annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Community  Celebration, attracting a record crowd 
of about 175. Among the individuals and groups 
who spoke and performed at the event was the 
“Seven Up” children’s choir from Keynote 
School of Music. 
 
Scott Steffen has accepted the position of Systems 
Support Specialist with Cooperative Resources 
International in Shawano. As a member of a 
team of information technology  professionals, 
Steffen assists in providing sy stem support and 
maintenance to computer users throughout CRI 
and its subsidiaries. 
 
Several dozen people started the year off with a 
splash during the Polar Bear Plunge at The Light-
house in Shawano. The 9th Annual event raised  
money  for the Shawano County  Humane Soci-
ety. 
 
Associates from the Wal-Mart Supercenter 
recently  found out just how much it pays to vol-
unteer, when $5,750 in grants was recently  given 
to several local organizations in honor of their 
time and service. Each associate with volunteer 
hours earned their organization a check for $250. 
 
Junior Achievement of Shawano County was  
recently  presented with a grant for $5,000 from 
TransCanada, a leader in North American energy 
Infrastructure handling gas pipelines in the area. 
Shawano Municipal  Utilities is now offering 
digital cable and phone service, completing the 
final legs of highly  anticipated telecommunica-
tions service. SMU has already  been offering 
high-speed Internet and basic and expanded cable 
in those areas where the infrastructure is in place. 
 
The preschool classes at St. James Lutheran 
School in Shawano have moved from the early 
childcare center on Main Street to the main school 

facility , a change teachers say  has been advanta-
geous to students and families. The Main Street 
facility  is still maintained as a daycare center, 
serving children ages six weeks through age 12. 
 
Shawano Area Community Foundation pre-
sented several grants totaling more than $15,000 
this fall. One of the grant recipients, Red River 
Riders Therapeutic Riding  for the Disabled,  
Inc., was granted $4,000 to install insulation in 
the indoor riding arena. 
 
CENTURY 21 Country Aire Realty recently 
recognized Terri Peterson, ABR, CRS, GRI as  
“Realtor of the Year” for 2008. This marks the 
16th year Terri has earned the title, which is based  
on outstanding sales and service. 
 
The National Committee for Quality  Assurance 
(NCQA) and the American Diabetes Association 
have announced that Aurora Family Practice 
Physician Gregrey  Hiltgen, M.D., has received 
recognition from the Diabetes Physician Recogni-
tion Program for providing quality  care to his  
patients with diabetes.  
 
RE/MAX is the United State's No. 1 real estate 
franchise - and the nation's No. 44 franchise over-
all - according to “Entrepreneur” magazine's 30th 
Annual Franchise 500 survey . The survey  appears 
on the magazine's Web site and in its January 
2009 issue. Among real estate franchises, RE/
MAX ranks No. 1 for the ninth time in the past 10  
years. The closest competitor - Keller Williams - 
came in at a distant No. 71. RE/MAX ranks No. 
10 overall in the Low-Cost Franchises category . It 
finished No. 1 last year.  
 
Scott Holschbach, C.E.O. of Lakeshore Business  
Interiors recently  added Kelly  Nething to his 
staff as a Sales Associate.  Kelly  is responsible for 
maintaining and adding to their customer base 
while overseeing our Design Department.  Kelly 
has been in the commercial sales industry  for over 
8 years and specializes in  computer design, furni-
ture specifications, and color coordinating for all 
types of office environments. Lakeshore Business  
Interiors has been in the commercial office interi-
ors business for over 20 years providing all types 
of office furnishings, installation  and service.  
Lakeshore Business Interiors is located at 1107  
Franklin Street in Manitowoc. 



          Welcome New Members     

The Chamber Ambassadors recently welcomed new 
member the American Red Cross. Pictured (l. to r.) are 

Judy  Gregory, American Red Cross (ARC); Ambassadors 
Beth Wetzel and Jill Birr; Dawn Krull, ARC; Ambassadors 

Scott Parson and Dav e Passehl; Jody Wey ers and  
Mauree Childress, ARC. 

 

Mielke Cottage 
William C. Mielke 
W5691 N. Shore Drive   
Shawano, WI 54166 
Phone: (715)526-5510  
wmielke@att.net 
 

The M ielke Cottage is located east of Shaw ano 
County Park, surrounded by permanent homes, sin-
gle-family cottages and the Nabor woods.  Very 
quiet with no through traffic.  The Old Cottage: origi-
nal to 1903, three bedrooms, w rap-around porch, 
sleeps 7, aux iliary A/C and heat, open fire place, 
dock w ith hand-railing to a Blue Gill spaw ning bed, 
nice beach, but no boat, and two common doors 
into the New Cottage: 2004, but w ith the1903 decor, 
handicap accessible, all season, A/C, w ell-
equipped modern kitchen, service for twelve,  laun-
dry, linens, 1 ½ baths, 1 bedroom, sofa-bed, sleeps 5. 
Contact Mrs. Dorothy Bowan 715-526-5510.  

 
Happy Trails ATV Club 
Wendy Hafner 
W6449 Old Lake Lane  
Shawano, WI 54166 
Phone: (715)526-6155 
happytrailsatvclub.com 
hafnerw@charter.net 
 

Happy Trails ATV Club is a non-profit organization 
whose main goal is to develop ATV trails in Shaw ano 
County. The club is also very involved in education 
and their safety instructors teach DNR ATV Safety 
Certification Classes. They currently have 96 family 
and business memberships. If you are interested in 
joining the group, please call Marilyn at 715-524-
4744 or visit www.happytrailsatvclub.com 
 

Mielke Cottage was recently welcomed as a new  
Chamber member. Pictured is William C. Mielke. 

Grace Community Church 
Thomas Barrett 
W5566 Castle Road    
Shawano, WI  54166 
Phone: (715)524-3474, Fax: (715)524-3256 
www.graceshawano.com 
pastortom@graceshawano.com 
 

Located in the outskirts of Shaw ano is Grace – a 
place for all generations.  Their doors are open to 
you. So if you’re looking for a dynamic place to 
celebrate life and faith, join them at Grace – 
where there are so many people… just like you. 
 
They have numerous special events, activities 
and groups for all ages. So whether you’re single 
or a senior, married or headed to kindergarten, 
there’s something special there waiting for you. 
 
Service times are 9:30 a.m. on Sundays and      
6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. 
 



The Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohicans celebrated the 
grand opening of their new North Star Mohican Casino with a 
ribbon cutting on January 13. The new 66,000 square feet of 
gaming area includes 1,225 slot machines and 14 gaming 
tables surrounding a circular bar below a large skylight. The 
facility also includes a high-limits gaming area with guest ser-
vice, a non-smoking slots area, and a 900-stall parking ga-
rage. There is 5,000 square feet of food and beverage space 
including The Longhouse 176-seat casual restaurant, Aroma 
Cafe, The Groove entertainment lounge, and a 54-seat cen-
ter bar. 

          Welcome !     
Crossroads Custom Cabinetry 
Cory Klement 
1425 E. Green Bay Street   
Shawano, WI 54166 
Phone: (715)853-6320, Fax: (715)526-3261 
www.crcabinets.net 
coryk@crcabinets.net 
 

Crossroads Custom Cabinetry designs and manu-
factures one-of-a-kind cabinetry and furniture to 
meet the specifications of their customers. They 
work on all ranges of projects from kitchen remod-
eling to replicating antique heirlooms. Please feel 
free to stop in and see their new showroom lo-
cated on East Green Bay Street in Shawano. 
 
Tilleda Falls Campground 
Bud Styer 
W13165 County Road D, PO Box 76 
Tilleda, WI 54978 
Phone: (715)787-4143 
www.tilledafalls.com 
camp@tilledafalls.com 
 
Featuring its own waterfall,  you can feel free to 
relax  with your friends and family at Tilleda Falls.  
There is also a grade "A" trout stream w here you 
can fish from dawn to dusk. 
 
Scenic Tilleda Falls Campground features 40 total 
sites—21 are seasonal and 19 are overnight with a 
separate tenting area. Most sites feature full w ater 
and electric hookups w ith 20 and 30 amp service. 
They offer showers, a dump station, snack bar, lim-
ited groceries, bar, swimming beach, playground, 
horseshoes, volleyball, basketball, a game room, 
boat launch, fishing, bait and firewood for sale. 
Sleeping cabins, row  boats, paddle boats, canoes 
and tubes are available for rent.  

North Star Mohican Casino 
Ribbon Cutting 

Next Business  
Connection 

 

February 17. 2009 
 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

  

Hosted By:  
  

Wolf River Habitat  
for Humanity 

 

320 E. Richmond Street, Shawano 

Come and enjoy! 
 

RSVP: (715) 524-2139 



February 

5  Business Advantage Series: 
 Using the Media to Your Advantage— 
 Shawano Country Chamber of Commerce 
 1263 S. Green Bay Street, Shawano 
 7:30—8:45 a.m.* 
 

14  Happy Valentine’s Day!  
 

17 Business Connection Sponsored By: 
 Wolf River Habitat for Humanity 
 320 E. Richmond Street, Shawano 
 5:00—6:30 p.m.* 
  
 *Reservations required. 

 
 

Shawano Country Chamber of Commerce—1263 S. Main Street, PO Box 38, Shawano, WI 54166 
(715) 524-2139 or 800-235-8528 ~ www.shawanocountry.com ~ chamber@shawano.com 

2009 

 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR !! 

Please Share With Your Employees... 

Becoming involved in chamber activities is a 
great w ay for you to meet other business 
people in the community, to share ideas, 
and promote your business or organization. 
There are many opportunities for your in-
volvement. A complete list of committee ac-
tivities and goals are listed in the Chamber's 
2008 Annual Report/2009 Plan of Action 
included w ith this newsletter. Please con-
sider being involved in some w ay.  
 
If  you are interested in a particular area or 
would like more information, please contact 
Nancy at the Shaw ano Country Chamber at 
(715) 524-2139 or nsmith@shaw ano.com. 
 

2008 Annual Report/ 
                  2009 Plan of Action 


